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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 34172 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, MTN, TH 

SUB J : MESSAGE FOR AMBASSADOR ROBERT STRAUSS, STR, FROM EC 
COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT HAFERKAMP 

REF: STATE 297674 

1 . PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO AMBASSADOR ROBERT 
STRAUSS, SEPCIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR TRADE NEGOTIATIONS, 

FROM WILHELM HAFERKAMP, VICE PRESIDENT, COMMISSION OF THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR BOB: 

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR MESSAGE. I AGREE THAT WE NEED TO 
DISPEL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE CURRENT UNCERTAINTIES AND I 
SHALL BE GLAD TO IOIN YOU IN GENEVA ON IANUARY 20 FOR THE 
LAUNCHING OF THE FINAL PHASE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. BUT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 34172 150400Z 

FOLLOWING ENCOURAGING DISCUSSIONS TODAY IN GENEVA BETWEEN 
DENMAN AND MCDONALD GATT SECRETARIAT SHOULD, IN THE 
COURSE OF NEXT DAY OR SO, BE CIRCULATING TEXT OF WORKING 
HYPOTHESES FOR DISCREET MULTILATERAL DISCUSSIONS IN THE 
GATT BEFORE CHRISTMAS OR EARLY IN THE NEW YEAR. THIS 
SHOULD REDUCE UNCERTAINTY AND HELP US TO PUT FORWARD 
THESE HYPOTHESES TO OUR CRUCIAL COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
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MEETING ON JANUARY 17. BUT THE DANGER OF URGING 
EVERYONE NOW TO TABLE OFFERS IN MID- JANUARY IS THT OUR 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MIGHT REGARD IT AS AN ATTEMPT TO 
BOUNCE THEM AND THIS COULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. WOULD 
IT NOT, THEREFORE, BE BETTER TO MOUNT THE MAIN ATTEMPT 
TO GIVE AN IMPULSE TO THE NEGOTIATIONS ON THE OCCASION 
OF YOUR JANUARY 20 VISIT TO GENEVA WHEN HOPEFULLY WE 
MIGHT HAVE THE AGREEMENT OF OUR COUNCIL TO PROCEED? 

WITH WARMEST REGARDS, 

WILLI 

(WILHELM HAFERKAMP) 


END TEXT. 
O'DONOHUE 
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